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be desired (as it is by many) that local self-government in this
matter should be replaced by central government, it should
be obvious that the metropolis would merely be stepping
from the frying-pan into the fire. Moreover, while we are

tolerably familiar with the conditions found in the frying-
pan, it is by no means certain that we can forecast (although
the experience of the frying-pan and the grumblings there-
from augur the worst) the conditions of the fire. Even

local self-government, miserably as it has muddled and still
muddles in the metropolis the subjects under consideration,
would be a less evil than a central government, which

might be possessed of inexhaustible crotchets, and which
regards public health matters in the metropolis after a fashion
informed by the habits and traditions of Poor-law adminis-
tration : in other words, a form of administration which,
having in sanitary and public health matters failed disas-
trously in regulating even a workhouse, is held to be equal
to the public health requirements of the whole metropolis.
And so it comes to pass-thanks to the apathy of the

vaccination authorities, the shortcomings of the sanitary
authorities, the anomalous position of the hospital autho-
rity, the perverse administrative lop-sidedness of the Local
Government Board, and the general want of coordination of
these authorities-that the metropolis is permitted to drift
regularly into these epidemic extensions of small-pox. Add

to the above considerations the negligence of the public in
the intervals of epidemics both of vaccination and revaccina-
tion, and we have a picture before us which might daunt
the most enthusiastic efforts for the betterment of the

metropolitan population in this direction.
How far the state of things here indicated may be

amended by improve! arrangement of the local govern-
ment of the metropolis, we do not propose to consider here,
although we look to such amendment as a primary measure
in getting things into better order. We look also to the

merging of the peculiar legislation in public-health matters
which governs the metropolis in the general public-health
legislation of the kingdom as another important step in
this direction-a step which would probably relieve the

Local Government Board from the anomalous position in
which it certainly stands as Central Health Authority in
relation to the metropolis. We have to look to the imme-

diate conditions of the case, and to consider in what manner

the proceedings of the vaccination and sanitary authorities
may, in existing circumstances, be best excited to a

healthier action, and the public brought to a keener sense
of their position in the matter. We concede that the

Local Government Board (as things are) is, perhaps, doing
all that can be reasonably required of it in this direction,
with one glaring exception. The exception refers to

"animal vaccination," so-called.
It is now four months ago since the President of the

Local Government Board promised, in the House of

Commons, that his department should make arrangements
for the cultivation and issue, subject to certain restrictions,
of animal lymph. There is good ground for the belief that
such issue would overcome much friction in carrying out the
vaccination law, and conduce to the greater freedom of re-
vaccination, a consideration of hardly less importance than
primary vaccination in the present state of vaccination

among the population, and in view of an impending epi-

demic of small-pox. What has become of Mr. DODSO-N’S

promise ? Certainly it has not, to the present time, been

performed, and for all that is known to the contrary out-
side Whitehall it might hnve been forgotten. It was con-

templated, in the first instance, we believe, to start the

English supply and cultivation of animal lymph from an

original case of cow-pox, a determination much to be

approved at the time the promise was given, but which
necessarily postponed the carrying out of the promise indefi-
nitely. Original cases of cow-pox appear to be of the rarest
in England at present, and if any case had been dis-

covered it is unlikely that the knowledge would.

not have reached the public ear. But the increase
of small-pox in London and the threatening of an

epidemic materially alter the state of the case, and ad
us to ask whether Mr. DODSON can properly any longer
delay the performance of his promise to an indefinite future.
Surely in the face of an epidemic, and having regard to the
importance attached by many to the use of animal lymph, it
is time to forego, at least for the moment, the intention of
starting from a new source, and to avail ourselves of the
sources of lymph already in existence. We trust that Mr.

DODSON, when Parliament meets, will be able to make a
satisfactory statement on this matter ; not only as to the
delay which has taken place, but also as to his Department
having been fully alive to the importance, in view of a

threatened epidemic, of the early fulnlment of his promise
to issue animal lymph.

Annotations.
11 Ne quid nimis." a

THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.

WE would gladly have had it in our power in our annual
summary to congratulate the Naval Service on a more
favourable progress of its medical atfairs through the past
year than that which we presented. It would certainly
seem no difficult matter to have equalised its position before
now with that of the Army Medical Department. With
that view a committee sat through April and May, and
although it dragged its slow length along, yet after a time it
did send in its report, which has, we undcistand, with similar
tardiness been adopted. It is said that a new Warrant is
now actually in print, and that it comes up in most respects
to the late Army Warrant, being in some particulars even
more liberal, as it gives 11s. a day to its students at Netley,
while those of the Army have but 8.s. a day; it gives per.
mission to retire after twenty years’ service, and a better
scale of retired pay to fleet surgeons of twenty-five years’
service, who have attained fifty years of age, when they
will be compulsorily retired on 30s. a day, the same as is
awarded to Brigade-Surgeons of the Army of thirty years’
service. It will be at least pleasing to many junior mem-
bers of the profession to learn this, and further that, accord-
ing to the latest rumours, these conditions will be made
known previous to the ensuing examination in February.

LODGINGS AT THE UNIVERSITIES.

WE have to express our sincere sympathy with Mr.
Haynes Walton in the great trouble that has befallen him in
the bereavement of son and daughter from diphtheria ; the
former from the disease contracted in lodgings at Oxford, the
latterfalling a victim to her devotedness in nursing her brother
during his fatal illness. Mr. Walton has stated the facts con-
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nected with the origin of his son’s illness in a letter published
last week; and the Rev. G. S. Ward, delegate for licensing
lodgings, has replied to the charges urged in this letter with
frankness and courtesy. Mr. Ward’s letter, however, makes
one thing plain, that the system of supervising the sanitary
arrangements of the lodging-houses at Oxford is very far
from perfect, and the University authorities have un-

doubtedly incurred a very grave responsibility in the neglect
of adequate sanitary precautions in the present instance. It

appears from Mr. Ward’s letter that after the lodgings had
been put thoroughly in order under the supervision of the
sanitary officer of the City of Oxford, three years were
allowed to elapse before any further inspection was made,
and during that time no complaints were offered by the
occupants-that is to say, the inspector of lodging-houses
apparently waits till the sanitary arrangements again break
down, and complaints are made, before instituting another
inspection. Surely it ought to be a recognised duty to see
that the sanitary arrangements of each licensed lodging are
in thorough repair and working order before the commence-
ment of each term. In saying this we do not wish to bear
hardly on Mr. Ward ; doubtless the means at his disposal
are quite inadequate to insure a periodical sanitary inspec-
tion of each licensed lodging in the City of Oxford, and
we are ready to admit, judging from his letter, that he has
really endeavoured to do his duty in the position in which he
has been placed. The whole blame rests with the University
authorities who have established such a sham and inefficient

system of sanitary inspection, and it is to be hoped that the
present catastrophe will not be without salutary effect in
inducing them to appoint a staff of efficient and specially
trained officers to undertake a systematic supervision
of all licensed lodgings. The sanitary officer of the city
should be requested to make a thorough inspection of each
lodging once a year, whilst an inspector of nuisances ought to
visit it just before the commencement of each term to endorse
the licence, supposing he found everything in working order.
No student should be permitted to take lodgings unless the
licence had been so endorsed. During term time the inspec-
tor should be directed to pay frequent visits to the lodging-
houses, in order to ascertain that no obstruction had
occurred in the house-drainage, and that the ventilating-
pipes, traps, &c., were all in working order. Some such
scheme is imperatively demanded, and it is quite certain
that the present perfunctory system can be no longer
tolerated in this age of sanitary light and science. These
remarks apply with equal, if not greater, force to the same
system at the sister university, Cambridge.

"GEORGE ELIOT."
" GEORGE ELIOT" is dead. To her intimate friends she

was a prophet ; to the public she was one of the most re-
markable women of her generation; and looking at her
large and varied knowledge, at her great intellectual powers,
at the breadth and depth of her sympathies with human life
and character, at the strength of her imagination, and the
whole scope of her genius, it is perhars not too much to
say that she was one of the most remarkable women of all
the generations that have gone before. " George Eliot" is
dead; ard as there will be on the part of our readers a
natural, and, indeed, pardonable curiosity to know some-
thing of the illness which ended in her death, we subjoin a
brief narrative of the facts as they have come to our

knowledge.
On Dec. 18th " George Eliot was present at an after-

noon concert, which she much enjoyed. In the course of it
her husband, Mr. John Cross, noticing that the place in
which they sat was somewhat draughty, proposed to throw
her shawl over her shoulders, but she declined the attention

with the remark that it was very hot. On Sunday after-
noon she felt a little chilly, but was yet well enough to re.
ceive and entertain Mr. Herbert Spencer and the other friends

who visited her on that day. On Monday morning she was ill,
and Mr. George Welland Mackenzie, summoned to see her,
found her in a somewhat feverish condition, with sym-
ptoms of laryngeal catarrh. On Tuesday morning the

laryngeal trouble had almost disappeared, but she was still
a little feverish and complained of pain in the right lumbar
and iliac regions, but not so severely as she had often felt
it before. On Tuesday evening, although both laryngeal
catarrh and lumbar pain were almost gone, the patient was
not so well. Her breathing was frequent and she was rest-
less and uneasy. The temperature, however, was not
above 100&deg;, and a careful examination revealed
no signs of fresh local mischief. On Wednesday
morning the patient was still worse. There was con-

siderable prostration, the breathing was hurried, the
face was grey and anxious, and there was general but in.
describable uneasiness. Again Mr. Mackenzie made a
careful examination without discovering any fresh local
complication, which he was anticipating from the increasing
gravity of the symptoms. At this time Mr. Mackenzie

explained to Mr. Cross the perilous condition of the patient,
and his fears for the issue of it. It had been arranged
beforehand that Dr. Andrew Clark should visit Mrs. Cross
on that evening at six o’clock, and when he arrived Mr.
Mackenzie communicated to him the state of affairs as they
existed in the morning. They then visited the patient to.
gether, and found that a somewhat sudden and still more
serious change had occurred in the course of the afternoon.
The patient lay on her back, with the shoulders raised.
The eyes were closed; the face was of an ashen grey colour;
the lips were slightly livid; the arms lay extended on the
coverlet; the breathing was extremely hurried, but quiet,
and on feeling the pulse, which was frequent, small, and
irregular, the hand was found to be cold and clammy.
Plainly now the heart was at fault, and on placing the
stethoscope upon the chest, a loud to-and-fro friction was
heard throughout the whole cardiac region. The patient
was too ill to be further disturbed. Attempts were made to,
give food and brandy, but they were in vain. Death was

evidently near at hand, and the heart rapidly failing ; there
was complete unconsciousness, and she ceased to live about
ten o’clock.

Although the death of this illustrious woman appears to
have been thus so painfully sudden, it was not so in reality q
for, so to speak, preparation was being made for it during
the last eight years. In 1873, on account of the cessation
of a uric-acid deposit, and of attacks of pain in the right
side and groin, Dr. Clark inferred the presence of a uric-
acid calculus in the kidney. In 1874 there were two or
three attacks of renal colic, with h&aelig;maturia. In 1876
Mrs. Cross had an attack of cystitis, and was seen by Sir
James Paget and Dr. Andrew Clark together. From that time
until near the close of life there had been several attacks
of pain, sometimes with and sometimes without haematuria.
In the course of the year 1880 the urine had steadily
fallen in density, and contained sometimes albumen, some-
times pus. In October last, Dr. Andrew Clark saw Mrs.
Cross at Witley, in consultation with Mr. Parsons, when
she was found to be suffering from symptoms of slight
calculous pyelitis.
During the last few years, therefore, " George Eliot’s 

"

general health had been visibly failing. She was less capable
of sustained work, more easily deranged, and liable to

sudden illnesses from small causes. The organism, well
enough for the ordinary round of a quiet life, was unequal
to any extra demand that might be made upon its powers
of resistance and repair, and thus it was that a sudden chill
brought it, unhappily, to a speedy end.
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tNFECTED MILK.
WE have been favoured by Surgeon-Major Jameson with

the following particulars relating to the outbreak of typhoid
- fever at Portsmouth Barracks. Instances of the spread of
disease by infected milk are becoming numerous, and the
account of an outbreak of enteric fever in the Cambridge
Barracks may prove interesting.
From Sept. 30th to Oct. 10th, 1880, seven cases of enteric

fever appeared. An officer’s wife, two children, and a nurse,
living in the officers’ quarters, the wife of a colour-sergeant,
and two children of a private soldier, living in the married
quarters of the regiment, were attacked. The sanitary con-
dition of the barracks is good, and on careful examination
by the Royal Engineer Department no defects could be dis-
covered. The fact was elicited that all the people affected
received their milk-supply from a certain dairy on the Gos-
port side of the harbour. A specimen of the suspected milk
was analysed, and pronounced a fair sample. It was, how-

ever, deemed advisable to discontinue the use of the milk in
barracks. No more cases occurred.
On October 14th Major R&mdash;&mdash; visited the milkman’s house,

.and ascertained that his son had been suffering from some
kind of fever for several weeks, and was then recovering.
The medical man in attendance said he was not prepared to
say it was a genuine case of typhoid fever, but admitted there
were typhoid symptoms. The house in which this patient lived
was one in a row. He lay in a room upstairs. Everything,
such as stools, &c., had necessarily to be carried through
a back kitchen, which was used as a sort of dairy ; for at
the time of his visit Major R- saw milk standing there.
There was no properly-constructed dairy whatever, and
no other room was used for the purpose. The house
had no watercloset, but a privy at the further end
of a small garden, in a very offensive condition.
The water from the Gosport Water Company was laid on.
The water tap was placed above the opening of a drain,
which, leading to the privy, was carried on to the cowshed.
The typhoid infection may have been absorbed by milk
standing in the same apartment as that through which
stools were conveyed, or perhaps temporarily deposited.
The act of milking also may be highly dangerous in a
person in attendance upon a typhoid patient. In the
officer’s family all the people attacked were in the habit of
taking a glass of milk at night before going to bed. The
officer himself and two children took milk in tea very
sparingly, and escaped. The symptoms of the disease in
range of temperature, eruption, &c., were typical, with this
’exception, that diarrhoea occurred in one case only. In all
the other cases constipation constantly required relief by
mild enemata. Whether this constipation was accidental
or influenced by milk infection is a subject which further
investigation may elucidate.

WHOLE-MEAL.

THE problem of a truly economic supply of fully-nutritious
bread is not to be solved by platform oratory, or made the
subject of a new development of " woman’s mission." It is

simply a question of manufacturing ingenuity and trade-
enterprise. The only difficulty is to grind the meal. We e
do not want chopped husks, but a finely pulverised flour,
computing the elements of the grain in their natural pro-
portions. We do not believe that artificial combinations of
the supposed elements of a normal " whole-meal " in ar-

bitrary relations can compare with the natural food of man.
There should not be any persistent obstacle to the supply
of the complete flour required for making economic bread.
The clumsy mills in use will not, probably, do the work re-
quired of them ; but it cannot be impossible to devise a
crushing apparatus that shall answer the purpose. In fact,
there are many such employed in the trituration of other sub-

stances. It would be a regrettable circumstance if this
matter, which is simply one of supply and demand, should
be taken out of the category of everyday affairs, and placed
on a sentimental footing under the hackneyed name of
" reform "-a term much too freely employed nowadays,
and seemingly the ready instrument of every agitator. The

public do not stand in need of any special enlightenment on
the subject. It has been over and over again demonstrated
that the whole-meal contains elements of nutrition which
are not to be found in common flour, and which are neces-
sary to insure that the bread shall be easily digestible, and
thoroughly good for food. The chemical and physical facts
have been repeatedly stated, and are well recognised.
The people will be only too glad to get whole-meal bread,
when they can be furnished with an article which does not
offend the sight by its needlessly dirty colour, and the
stomach by its mechanically irritating constituents.

RAIN AND FOG.

THE relations between fog and rain ought to be better
made out than they are if, as most persons seem to sup-
pose, fog is simply vapour laden or charged with particles
of soot. Is it a fact that fogs follow rain with anything
like the constancy which should obtain if the conditions
were as it is the fashion to state them ? Mists are common

enough, and everybody is familiar with the, dense damp
cloud, miscalled a fog, which every now and again floats
in over the sea and enshrouds the channel in darkness.

Vapours of similar constitution are common enough on
land; but strangely, if we are to accept the popularised
hypothesis of fog-production, they do not arise from, or

in any marked degree associate themselves with, the
most smoky districts ! Nor are fogs shown to increase
with the prevalence of coal - fires in any particular
locality. " London fogs" have lost their distinctly yellow
character since the Thames has been embanked, al-

though the smoke nuisance has been developed super.

abundantly since the completion of this great metro-

politan improvement. Those who are well advanced in
the forties cannot fail to remember the genuine old-
fashioned fog, which was considered to be one of the

peculiar sights of London. When the visitor woke in the

morning he found the panes of glass in his bedroom window
apparently coated on the outside with a dense layer of
yellow distemper, something like what is now seen in the
developing-room of a photographer’s studio. The glass was
rendered so opaque that not even the sill outside could be

recognised. This was a common phenomenon some forty
years ago. Even in the worst fogs of recent date there has
been nothing to compare with the genuine " London fog " for
colour or substance. How should this change have come
to pass if coal-fires were the cause of these visitations? The
number of chimneys pouring soot into the atmosphere of
London must have multipled nearly 50 per cent., area for

area, during the last half century. Many of the known facts
about fogs point to a connexion between the surface-drainage
and their production. Yet, if that seeming connexion actually
existed, there should be some constant sequence of rain and
fog. There is an obvious and easily-recognised relation be-
tween rain and mists, but not between rain and fogs properly
so-called. The change of colour which is noticed in the
fogs of recent, as compared with previous, times is pro-
bably, to some extent, due to the covering up of the

yellow London clay by the extension of buildings. This

points to the inference that it is with matters derived from
the earth itself rather than from the atmosphere, fogs
are laden. Before any hasty conclusions are adopted
with regard to the mode and source of fog-production, it
would be well if a few common-sense inquiries were insti-
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tuted by practical geologists. It is vastly easy to charge
the evil on the consumption of coal, but, so far as we can
see, the ascertained facts do not warrant this line of in-
ference. The question must be more carefully and scien-
tifically investigated before it reaches a practical and safe
settlement. 

___

MEDICAL COLLEGES IN THE UNITED STATES.

ONE of the great evils of the medical system of America
is the multiplication of medical colleges. Anybody can get
up a medical college, with the terrible power of granting
medical diplomas. No medical theory is too wild to justify
the creation of a special college for its teaching. But unfor-

tunately the evil does not end here. A letter in the -Alissouri
Republican, published at St. Louis, divulges another bearing
of the host of medical colleges in the cities of the Union.
This letter is written by Mr. Charles W. Francis, the Health
Commissioner, to Dr. D. V. Dean, superintendent of the
City Hospital, and has reference to the privileges of the
Medical Colleges as regards the right of admission to the
hospital. Every Medical College, it seems, complying with
the law, has the right of admission to the hospital for pur-
poses of teaching, so that the unfortunate patients, after
having been duly studied by a regular teacher and
his class, are liable to be put through the same ordeal

by the homoeopathic teacher, to be again followed by the
eclectic teacher, &c. The Health Commissioner points
out that this privilege of medical colleges has become
a huge nuisance alike to the officers of the hospital
and to the patients, and he intends to propose to the city
authorities a modification of the laws regulating this matter.
We should say the sooner the better for the sake of medical
science and of humanity. St. Louis has, we presume, fewer
inhabitants than Leeds, and it has the following medical
colleges : -The Missouri Medical College, t’ne St. Louis

College of Physicians and Surgeons, the St. Louis Medical

College, American Medical College, Homoeopathic Medical
College of Missouri, St. Louis College of Homoeopathic
Physicians and Surgeons, and the St. Louis Eclectic Medi-
cal College. " We have not yet," says Commissioner
Francis somewhat pathetically, " settled the matter as to
Dr. Field’s College b3ing admitted to the privileges of the
hospital, but if the college complies with the law, I will,
under the city counsellor’s opinion, have to let them in."
We heartily wish Commissioner Francis quick success with his
new regulations. 

___

MR. JOSEPH COWEN ON VACCINATION.

MR. COWEN, the able though somewhat eccentric member I
for Newcastle, was lately asked by a deputation to support
a Bill to be brought in by Mr. Peter Taylor, to abolish the
compulsory clauses of the Vaccination Act. Mr. Cowen
declined at present to go so far, but agreed to oppose the
estimates for successful and efficient vaccination, and to
support Mr. Dodson’s Bill, if it should be reintroduced.
Mr. Cowen added an argument and a statement which,
we confess, surprise us from a man withal so sensible. The
hon. member said be looked upon the practice of vaccination
as unnatural, and that none of his children were vaccinated.
So much the worse for his children we should say;
and probably they will have to say so one day. But
that is a private matter, and they are now beyond the
reach of the law. His argument is a matter of public in-
terest-that vaccination is unnatural. Does Mr. Cowen

really mean by his legislative measures to take us back to
a state of nature ? Is this the end of civilisation ? When
he comes up from Newcastle by the Scotch Express in six
hours, does he not do something far removed from
the actions of his ancestors in a state of nature ? When
he puts on his clothes, is he not doing something which

people in a state of nature do not bother themselves to
do ? In a state of nature an unvaccinated community takes
small-pox in a proportion of 90 per cent., and of. these 40 or
50 per cent. die in a most horrible state, which deters neigh-
bours from humane and neighbourly attentions to them.
Are we to be blind worshippers of a state of nature ? If so,
why the arts ? or the sciences ? or the Legislature ? or any
effort at all at improvement? Mr. Cowen is surely
too honest and too sensible a man to adhere to such
an argument. It is to be regretted that he has used it. He
owes it to his own reputation either to justify it or to with.
draw it. The most beneficent discovery of medicine de-
serves a more intelligent and grateful recognition from Mr.
Cowen. 

___

THE USE OF ALCOHOL IN HOSPITALS.

THE tendency to be ostentatious as to the use or non-use
of alcohol in hospitals is to be discouraaed. The therapeu-
tical value of alcohol is a question not to be disposed of, one
way or the other, by letters to the newspapers, or by a
limited group of vague statistics, but by a very careful
study of its use or non-use in individual cases. The most

rigid teetotaller may well be satisael with the growing
tendency in physicians to use it strictly and to be satisfied
only with distinct proofs of its utility; and the most generous
believer in the medicinal virtues of alcohol must know that
the public and individual patients are taking a keener in-
terest in this question than they ever did before, and are
making very shrewd personal experiments on the subject.
Our own opinion concerning it has been freely expressed,
and we have not concealed our conviction that good
health is most consistent with very little alcohol or with

none; that he who uses alcohol freely or frequently, or by
itself and apart from food, is surely laying up disease and
degeneration for himself, and probably for his descendants.
But we may leave the use of alcohol in hospitals to phy-
sicians, who are under every inducement to do that which
will show the best curative results. It is but very lately
that we received from one of the London hospitals, in no
way committed to extreme views, a wonderful revelation of
the habits of many of the patients as regard; the excessive
use of alcohol. We may confidently believe that such reve-
lations are studied by none more carefully than by the phy-
sicians and surgeons whose duty it is to treat disease with
such antecedents. 

___

I SOME POINTS IN THE ANATOMY OF THE EAR.

IN a paper which has just appeared in the Archiv J&uuml;r
Anatomie, by Professor Retzius, he states that as the great
work of the anatomy of the ear on which he is engaged will
take a long time to complete, on account of the trouble and
expense of the engravings which are to accompany it, he
desires to publish provisionally some of the new facts which
he has discovered. In the first place, he some years ago
found in the auditory labyrinth of teleostean fishes two

small plates on the floor of the utriculus, near the canalis
communicans, on which two branches of the cochlear nerveter-
minate. He considered this structure to be the first indication
of the "pars basilaris cochleae." Hasse acknowledged its
existence in fishes, and thought it to be the rudiment or

"pars initialis cochleze." Further researches satisfied Retzius
that it was present in the plagiostome fishes, and still more
recent researches have enabled him to trace it through the
amphibia, through many reptilia, in which it is less de-

veloped than in amphibia, and through the birds, where it is
still smaller and more rudimentary than in reptilia, appear-
ing only as a small spotwith a few nerve fibres distributed to it,
situated on the floor of the ampulla frontalis. No trace of it
can be found in the rabbit, cat, or dog amongst mammals.
He has, therefore, changed his opinion, and no longer re-
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gards it as the rudiment of the cochlea, but has named it
the "macula acoustica neglecta," and the branch of nerve
supplying it the " ramulus neglectus. 

" How, then, he asks,
does it stand with the true pars basilaris cochleae&mdash;the most
important part of the organ of hearing? Since this nerve

, 

termination does not represent it, it may be stated that in
fishes there is no pars basilaris; they only possess the lagena
cochleae. The first traces of the true pars basilaris occur in

amphibia.
A second point to which Retzius has directed his atten-

tion is the mode of division of the acoustic nerve. He quotes
the descriptions given by Henle, Hyrtl, Luschka, Krause,
Quain, and Turner. In the works of all these authors the

auditory nerve is stated to divide into two chief branches
&mdash;a ramus vestibularis and a ramus cochlearis. Some
authors admit that the vestibular nerve divides into four

branches, which supply the sacculus herniellipticus and the
three ampullae ; whilst the cochlear branch divides into two
branches, which supply the sacculus hemisphericus and the
cochlea. Others consider that the cochlear nerve only
supplies the cochlea, and that the vestibular nerve gives off
five branches. Neither of these statements is correct. The

anterior of the two main divisions of the auditory nerve-
that is to say, the vestibular nerve-which, by the twisting
of the parts really lies posteriorly to the other, divides into
three branches, which supply respectively the recessus

utriculi, the ampulla sagittalis, and the ampulla horizon-
talis. The posterior main branch-i. e., the cochlear nerve-
divides into three branches, which supply the ampulla
frontalis, the sacculus, and the cochlea.

fHE METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND.

THE pressure on our space last week prevented us noticing
the very satisfactory meeting of the constituency of the Hos-
pital Sunday Fund, at the Mansion House, under the presi-
dency of the Lord Mayor. Though the day was very un-
favourable the attendance was good, and the audience and
the platform alike showed the hold which this movement
has on the churches of London. The first resolution was
moved by the Bishop of London, and seconded by Professor
Marks, and similarly with most of the others. The utmost
conciliation and consideration were shown in discussing the
most suitable day for the purpose, and Sunday the 19th of
June was agreed upon. Apart from the needs of the hospitals,
which are very great, this institution is a positive bless-
ing to the community by supplying an object at which men
of all creeds can work together.

SUBSTITUTES FOR ALCOHOL.

MR. l1’RANCIS VACHER of Birkenhead publishes an

experience of 243 cases of typhus observed in hospital, in
which he thinks he obtained great advantages in treating
patients requiring stimulants with such stimulating drugs
as ammonia, compound spirit of ether, and camphor, with
or without chinchona (using at times the tincture in small
doses), as if he had used wine or spirits. In convalescence,
moreover, he gave the preference to ripe fruit and malt
extract to beer or porter. Mr. Vacher abstains from alcohol,
and thinks that it would probably be all the better if the
sick and the healthy would alike abstain. The question he
deals with is a complicated one ; but there are imported into
it certain social and moral matters, which must necessarily
affect the conclusions of the observer. Of the value of
alcoholic stimulants in the treatment of typhus, if a
stimulant is required, we imagine no question can well be
raised. Is a medical man right, when treating a case requir-
ing stimulants, to substitute for an agent of determined value
agents which appear hitherto to have been shown to be of

less value ? In other words, are we justified in putting aside
from a view of some possible prospective social gain a form of
stimulant of approved value under certain circumstances for
stimulants commonly had recourse to under other circum-
stances ? Is the medical man warranted, in a question of life
and death, in leaving unused, ongrounds having noconnexion
with the welfare of his patient, one of the most potent items
in bis armament? We think not. Experiences like those given
to the world by Mr. Vacher and his co-thinkers have their
value, particularly in teaching that the use of alcoholic

liquors in the treatment of disease ought to be as carefully
regulated as the administration of drugs.

NETLEY HOSPITAL.

ATTENTION has been called, by a letter in The Times, to

the neglect of the military authorities in not having the
damage repaired which was done by the fire at Netley
Hospital, in March last, to the rooms set apart for the treat-
ment of sick and wounded officers returning from foreign
service. It appears that of six rooms appropriated to this
purpose, only one is now available. On the 15th December

Major Godson, of the Madras Staff Corps, arrived at

Southampton by the P. and 0. steamer, very ill, suffering
from abscess of the liver, brought on by service in

Afghanistan. On application being made by his brother-
in-law-an officer of the Indian Medical Service-to have
him admitted as a patient into Netley Hospital, he was
informed that this was impossible, as the only quarter
available since the fire was occupied. The establishment of
sick quarters for a limited number of officers was a well con-
sidered and kind measure, adopted in accordance with the
recommendation of Lord Herbert’s Commission, and it has
proved a great boon to many sick and wounded officers who
have arrived in England so ill as to be unequal to the
fatigue of a land journey to their homes. It is much to be

regretted that a delay of nine months should have occurred
before any steps have been taken to put these quarters
again in habitable condition, and to secure the boon of
skilful treatment and careful nursing to officers returning
home in the state in which Major Godson is described to
have been. We trust that Mr. Childers will exert his power
as War Minister, and order the necessary repairs to be
done at once upon his own authority, without waiting for
that period to which in the Army so many necessary works
and repairs are postponed, and which is described in official
language as "to be included in the next year’s estimates."

THE TENT-HOSPITAL CASE.

WE regret to say that judgment has been given against the
plaintiff in the case of Eaton v. Barker and others, heard
before Mr. Justice Stephens in the Court of Exchequer.
The plaintiff, it will be remembered, is a medical man, who
undertook the charge of the tent-hospital erected lately
at Grantham, to meet an outbreak of scarlet fever. He

charged himself with the duty under an agreement made
with a committee of the local authorities then concerned,
through their medical officer, Dr. Ashby. When the
outbreak was over, and his duty at the hospital ended, he
presented an account, according to his agreement as to

fees, for &pound;97 7s. 9d. Meanwhile the authorities originally
concerned in the agreement had amalgamated and been
formed into a Corporation ; and when the account came
before the newly organised body, the necessity of the case
being over, the sum total was objected to. Mr. Eaton
declined to accept a less sum, and sued the Corpora-
tion. The Corporation then took advantage of a technical
objection, to wit, that under section 174 of the Public Health
Act agreements involving sums of over &pound;50 must be entered
into by the agreeing authority in a particular manner, and
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this manner had not been followed in this case. The objec-
tion was held by Ir. Justice Stephens to be good, but its
bearing upon the case is best expressed in his own words :&mdash;

"It appeared clear to him that the Board resisted a
moderate demand for payment earned by a man who dis-
charged a public duty at the risk of his health and practice.
They founded their defence on a ground of the most techni-
cal character, and which had nothing to do with the merits
of the case. He did not, however, feel himself at liberty on
that account to deprive them of the costs to which in the
order of things they were entitled. If the defence was legal,
it was not for him-he did not say that in any other cir-
cumstances the facts might be considered-but speaking for
himself, it was not for him to say that the mere fact that in
his opinion the defence ought not to have been set up,
ought to lead him to deprive the successful party of their
costs. Judgment would therefore be given for the defendants
with costs."
The condemnation of the course taken by the Corporation

could not well be expressed in stronger terms. It remains
to be seen whether the people of Grantham will allow Mr.
Eaton to be thus deprived of his legitimate fees, and mulcted
also of the costs of the proceedings. If they do, it will be
incumbent upon the profession to interfere in his relief.
Medical men in future will, if they are wise, refuse, under
the pressure of an epidemic and the alarm of a community,
to make any terms with a local authority involving money
considerations, except through a solicitor.

THE LATE AFGHAN WAR.

THE Army Medical Officers who have taken part in the
recent :Afghan war have, we understand, expressed a de-
sire to commemorate the services of the Medical Department
in the various expeditions in Afghanistan by some perma-
nent memorial. It has been decided that this is to take the

shape of a piece of plate for the Officers’ Mess, Army Medi-
cal Department, Aldershot. Surgeon-Major G. C. Markey
has undertaken the duties of honorary secretary and is col-

lecting subscriptions from officers in India. We hail with
satisfaction this evidence of esprit de corps amongst medical
officers, and as the Indian Government have treated the
troops employed in Afghanistan with liberality in the way
of allowances and batta, subscriptions and donations will
not be felt a heavy tax. The Medical Department played
no inconsiderable part in the Afghan war; many officers
returned with health more or less shattered ; many suc-
cumbed to exposure, climate, and disease; one and all did
their duty fearlessly and conscientiously in the face of
innumerable difficulties. It is fitting therefore that there
should be a lasting tribute to their services, and the medical
officers at Atdershot will justly prize the honour of having
the memorial committed to their keeping.

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.

THE annual meeting of the Pathological Society will be
held on January 4th. In addition to the regular business of
the Society, the officers and Council for the ensuing year
will be elected, and the annual report and statement of
accounts read. The following is the list of nominations by
the Council :-President : Dr. Wilks. Vice-Presidents :
Drs. George Buchanan, Thomas Buzzard, Andrew Clark,
James E. Pollock; Messrs. Christopher Heath, Jonathan
Hutchinson, S. James A. Salter, Septimus William Sibley.
Treasurer: Dr. George Johnson. Honorary Secretaries: Dr.
Joseph Frank Payne, Mr. Henry Morris. Council: Drs.
Thomas Barlow, E. B. Baxter, J. Cavafy, S. Coupland, Sir
Joseph Fayrer, Wm. Ord, Douglas Powell, G. H. Savage, F.
Taylor, T. Whipham, W. B. Kesteven ; Messrs. W. Morrant
Baker, J. N. C. Davies-Colley, WarringtonHaward, H. Howse,
Joseph Lister, R. W. Parker, W. J. Smith, Waren Tay, W.
J.VaIsbam.

THE MEDICO-SANITARY SERVICE OF THE
PANAMA CANAL.

, DR. LOUIS CAMPANYO, who was at the head of the

medico-sanitary service of the Suez Canal during its con-
struction, has prepared for M. le Comte de Lesseps a scheme
for the organisation of a medico-sanitary service of the
Panama Canal. This scheme, which is published in a

separate work by Bailliere & Son of Paris, will be read with
much interest. After a!general account of the topography,
geology, meteorology, &c., of the isthmus at the point where
it is proposed to cut it through, the auther describes in
detail the organisation of a health-staff, but rather for the
medical and surgical requirements of the case than from the
strictly sanitary, as we should use the phrase here. The

projected organisation for the feeding and the sickness of
the labourers is discussed at considerable length, and
much is said about ambulances and sick attendants. Vac-
cination is not forgotten ; pharmacy and the surgical arma.
ment are duly considered; fire-extinction has a place with
reference to the ambulances ; cemeteries and sepulture are
not overlooked ; even prostitution and its consequences
are regarded. In addition, a veterinary service is con-

sidered. But the condition of habitations of the healthy
men, and the arrangements for the disposal of liquid and dry
refuse about the habitations, have but the briefest con-

sideration. In this respect the project of organisation
differs remarkably from that which an English medical-
sanitary authority would probably have prepared. Never-

theless, Dr. Campanyo’s scheme contains very much that is
instructive, and is accompanied by many suggestions that
may be turned to good account, irrespective of the gigantic
enterprises-one completed, the other now in a fair way to be
completed-out of which they have arisen.

A JUST DECISION BY A COUNTY COURT
JUDGE.

AN important case (Bell v. Parkinson), and one which has
excited considerable interest, was concluded in the Bradford
Count Court on Dec. 18th, before W. T. S. Daniel, Esq.
(judge), and a jury.
Early in 1879 Dr. Bell attended Mrs. Parkinson in con-

finement, and, being a delicate woman, her recovery was
somewhat protracted. In course of time Dr. Bell sent his
account of ;E8 7s. 6d. for professional services, and when
defendant was pressed for payment of the same he brought
in a counter-claim of j650 against plaintiff for negligence.
It was alleged by nurse Willis (a trained nurse) that
a portion of the placenta had been left behind, which she
removed. However, in cross-examination, she said she had
thrown it away, whereupon the judge observed that an im-
portant link was wanting in the evidence. UltimateJy,
after an admirable summing up by the judge, the jury re-
turned a verdict for Dr. Bell, and condemned the defendant
in costs for both actions.

MEDICAL PRETENDERS IN NEW ZEALAND.

.THE Rangitikei Advocate and the Manawater Herald
contain reports of the trial of two persons for the false use
of medical titles, named respectively Frederick Lyster and
John Frederick .Rockstraw. Both were found guilty, and
both were fined-Lyster jE50, and Rockstraw :625. Our

contemporaries, in commenting on. these verdicts, approve
them, but object to the heavy fines imposed, especially on
the ground that-the Medical Act of the colony had in these
parts been allowed to remain a dead letter. This is a point
of detail on which we have no wish tq differ from our con-
temporaries ; but we can imagine nothing more necessary
in a colony like New Zealand than for the authorities to be
careful, and even severe, in punishing false pretences. In
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old societies there is less difficulty in distinguishing
the regular doctor from the pretender, though even in

such communities Medical Acts are very essential. But

in a colony, if the authorities are careless, any useless

impostor, or incapable druggist, may set up as a doctor, and
in a critical emergency, by a false title, fatally mistreat a
citizen. The offence is a very serious one, and ought to be
most severely punished. --

THE Marquis of Bute has intimated his intention of pre-
senting a valuable new site for the Cardiff Infirmary, four
acres in extent, and estimated to be worth from .610,000 to
jE12,000, which site his lordship has to purchase from the
executors of the late Lord Bute’s will. In addition to this
noble gift his lordship is a donor of 91000 towards the
Building Fund. The architect of the new buildings is
Mr. A. P. Bell of Manchester. It is designed, in the first
instance, to accommodate 100 patients, with administrative
department sufficient to allow of a future extension to 200
beds. The site is admirably selected, and, when completed,
the new buildings will add one more to the noble institutions
which are springing up in this rapidly-growing town and
neighbourhood. The estimated cost is 21,000, towards
which nearly jE13,000 has already been promised.

H.R.H. PRINCE LEOPOLD honoured the wedding of

Mr. Arnold Royle, M.R.C.S., Surgeon-in-Ordinary to His
Royal Highness, and late Assistant-Surgeon Royal Artillery,
by his presence at the marriage ceremony in St. James’s,
Piccadilly, on Dec. 20th, 1880. The bride is the second

daughter of Thomas Snow, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Liverpool.
Wedding gifts were presented by their Royal Highnesses
the Prince and Princess of Wales, Princess Louise, the Duke
and Duchess of Connaught, and Prince Leopold, to the

happy couple. -

DR. GEE, Physician to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, has
recently had under his care in the wards a girl, seventeen
years of age, with chorea, for which chloral hydrate in fre- !
quently-repeated doses was prescribed. During the third
week of its administration, a papular eruption of a dusky
hue, surrounded by much cutaneous redness, was produced
on the forehead, face, chest, and extremities, in arrange-
ment partly crescentic, and partly confluent. The eruption
consisted essentially of a combination of lichen and erythema
papulatum, and was attended with some increase of tem.
perature. -

WE may expect to hear of the Nursing question giving
trouble in our Transatlantic dependencies. The authorities
of the Toronto hospital are, it is stated, about to establish a
scheme for training nurses, their instruction to be under-
taken by a lady graduate of one of the schools of England.
We hope the experience so dearly bought in the mother
country will not be lost on the promoters of the enterprise in
the far west. 

___

THE School of Medicine and Surgery of Montreal has
caused a protest to be served on the authorities of the Laval
University at Quebec, calling upon them to cease their
branch in the former city, and threatening legal proceedings
if the protest is disregarded.

DR. J. J. LUCE, of Stratford-on-Avon, has, we regret to
learn, met with an accident of a serious nature. Whilst out

driving on Tuesday last the horse took fright, and the gig
coming in violent collision with a building, Dr. Luce was
thrown out and sustained severe injuries of the head and
various parts of the body.

AT a public meeting held at Dundee last week, Dr.
John Boyd Baxter intimated that he intended giving
 125,000 for the establishment in Dundee of a college similar
to Owens College, Manchester. Later information attributes
the bulk of this gift to the generosity of a lady of the same
name. An effort is to be made to raise a similar sum by
public subscription for the endowment of the College.

MR. CAESAR HAWKINS will preside at a meeting, to be
held in the Board-room of St. George’s Hospital on Jan. lith,
having for its object the promotion of a testimonial to Mr.
G. D. Pollock, on the occasion of his retirement from the

post of senior surgeon to the hospital.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF THE MEDICAL INSPECTORS OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT BOARD.

Diphtheria in the Hospital for Sick Children, Great
Ormond-street.-This report appears to have been issued by
the Medical Department of the Local Government Board as
an illustration of their failures (to use Beau Nash’s

"gentleman’s" phrase). In March of the present year the
patients in the Hospital for Sick Children suffered from an
unusual outbreak of diphtheria. Diligent search at the
moment failed to elicit a sufficient explanation of the out-
break, which was pretty general throughout the hospital, and
aid for help in prosecuting further inquiry was asked from
the Local Government Board. Mr. W. H. Power, whose acu-
men in pursuing researches of this task is well known, and
who has already distinguished himself by unravelling ob-
scure outbreaks of diphtheria, was instructed to give the
required help, and his report of the course he pursued in
carrying out the directions of his Board and the wishes of
the hospital authorities is now before us. The report is
simply exhaustive so farasourpresent knowledgeof the habit
and conditions of prevalence of the disease extends; but he
has to confess that it not only gives no explanation of the
outbreak, but also furnishes no clue which promises an ex-
planation. Failing such explanation or the clue to one, the
report is of special value as showing the state of our present
knowledge of the conditions under which diphtheria is likely
to prevail, and brings out in a clear sharp light that there
are still other conditions of the prevalence of the disease of
which we have as yet no knowledge, and of which we have
to construct a reasonable hypothesis before we can hope to
obtain the knowledge. As an incentive to the construction
of such hypothesis Mr. Power’s report is invaluable, and we
commend it to those members of the profession interested in
etiological inquiry who have yet to win their spurs.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Lambeth.-Dr. Archer Farr reports for 1879 a birth-rate
of 34’6, and a death-rate (strangers included) of 21’6 per 1000
population. The year was happily not characterised by any
special occurrence in the history of the prevalence of disease
in the district, and the sanitary administration appears to
have pursued a tolerably even course. Dr. Farr advocates
the adoption of more stringent rules for preventing the
spread of scarlet fever from public schools, and he suggests
the observation of the following rules :-" 1st. That parents
shall not only give notice of the child’s illness, but shall
specify the nature of the illness causing it to absent
itself from school. 2nd. A form of certificate should be
supplied by the School Board for this purpose, to be filled in
by the medical attendant, with the object of verifying the
parent’s statement. 3rd. A second form of medical certificate
should also be supplied, producing evidence of the complete
disinfection, not only of the bedding and wearing apparel, but
of the body of the patient also, and fixing a date from the
period of convalescence at which the child could be allowed
to return. In the case of scarlet fever, I should recommend


